
 

 

 

     

 

 

   

Yorklands Community Update: 1 September 2026 

 

Yorklands is excited to share our September E-blast with you! We’re oƯering two new 
Yorklands walks and a Plein Air session. Several community events are also taking 
place across Guelph, including the Arboretum Expo and Guelph’s National Forest 
Week.  

 

芧芦 Yorklands National Forest Week Walk - September 20 

We have two walks planned for the day led by two tree experts. Join us and 
participate in National Forest Week! 

蘒蘓蘔蘕蘖 Plein Air At Yorklands: National Forest Week - September 20 

Calling all artists! Join us for a day of painting, sketching, and creating at Yorklands. 
More info below. 

녙녚녛녜녝녞 Take Action: Municipal Election - October 26 

The municipal election is approaching. Learn how you can ask candidates about the 
future of the Yorklands. 



 

舊舉Open Volunteer Positions  
Want to join the Yorklands team? Read on to find out about our open volunteer 
positions.  

배백밲밳밴밵밶밷밸밹밺밻밼芧芦 Small Change Fund  

Join us in protecting Yorklands. Our partnership with SCF supports our work in urban 
conservation, biodiversity, and reconciliation.  

 

Thank you for your support,   

The Yorklands Team 

    

 

 

  



 

芧芦 Yorklands National Forest Week Walks 



 

Uncover the trees, pollinators, and nature flourishing in the Yorklands greenspace!  

 

On Sunday, September 20, join Yorklands for two guided walks through the historic 
site, led by two tree experts. Learn more about the site's special heritage trees while 
discovering the connection between the trees and the pollinators.  

 

As part of Guelph's citywide National Forest Week, participants will have the 
opportunity to hang poems and quotations among the trees for visitors to discover 
along the way.  

 

Come celebrate National Forest Week with us!  

 

Registration is free and the link is below. Participants may register for the 11 a.m. 
slot, the 2 p.m. slot, or both. 

 

Event Details: 

괜괝괞괟괠괡괢괧괣괤괥괦 Date/Time: Sunday, September 20, at 11:00am and 2:00pm 

굗굙굘 Meeting Location: Old Reformatory, 785 York Road, Guelph 

������ Duration: Approximately 1 hour per slot 

藞藟藢藠藡 Registration: National Forest Week Walk 

 

***Please note: The bus stops at the main gate. There are no washrooms on site, but 
commercial venues are nearby.*** 

 



 

The Event is presented in collaboration with: 
Yorklands Green Hub • Pollination Guelph • Guelph Urban Forest Friends • Guelph 
Tree Trust 

 

  

 

 

  



 

蘒蘓蘔蘕蘖 Plein Air At Yorklands: National Forest Week  



 

 

Yorklands Green Hub is inviting all artists to visit the Yorklands site on September 
20, from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m., in celebration of National Forest Week! 

 
You are encouraged to create any type of visual art, including paintings, sculpture, 
architecture, and photography. 

 

Completed artwork may be displayed and oƯered for sale at the East Side Branch of 
the Guelph Public Library in December 2026. 

 
Please note that there are no washrooms on site, but commercial venues are nearby. 
Guelph Transit Route 4 stops at the gate. 

 

Event Details:  

괜괝괞괟괠괡괢괧괣괤괥괦 Date/Time: Sunday, September 20, from 11:00am to 4:00pm  

굗굙굘 Meeting Location: Old Reformatory, 785 York Road, Guelph 

藞藟藢藠藡 Registration: https://pleinairnationalforestweek.eventbrite.ca 

 

The Event is presented in collaboration with: 
Yorklands Green Hub • Pollination Guelph • Guelph Urban Forest Friends • Guelph 
Tree Trust  

 

  

 

 

  



 

芤芥 Guelph's National Forest Week Schedule  



 

 
The YGH is excited to share Guelph's 2026 National Forest Week schedule. As a 
collaborative eƯort with several community organizations, we're excited for the 
opportunity to participate, connect, and celebrate the natural world that surrounds 
us. 

  
If you're interested in any of the events, be sure to click the button below to learn 
more! 

 

  

 

Guelph's National Forest Week Schedule  

 

  

 

 

  



 

녙녚녛녜녝녞 Take Action: Municipal Election: October 26 



 

 

As the election nears and all candidates are now registered, many of you may be 
wondering who do I vote for? We at Yorklands Green Hub are non-partisan but would 
like to ask you as supporters of the Yorklands to raise a question with any candidates 
you meet up with at the door or at all candidates meetings: 

 

The Ontario Heritage Act enables municipal councils to protect not only individual 
properties but also districts of cultural heritage value of interest as Heritage 
Conservation Districts. HCDs can protect and enhance a group of buildings, streets 
and open spaces that as a collection represent a collective asset to a community. 
The former Ontario Reformatory lands are now an HCD. Would you support their 
continued preservation and development into a national urban park?  

 

If you don't have the chance to meet with each of the candidates in your Ward, you 
can also write to them or call them. Click the following link to find their contact 
information. 

Here is a link to the map of the wards to help you determine which ward you live in. If 
you're interested in more questions to ask candidates, we've created a list. 

 

  

 

 

  



 

蘚蘛蘜蘝蘞蘟蘠蘡蘢蘣蘤蘥蘦蘧蘨蘩 Arboretum Expo   



 

 
Join Yorklands Green Hub at the Arboretum Expo on Saturday, September 12 at the 
University of Guelph Arboretum! 

  
This annual community event is a celebration of nature, learning, and local action, 
with dozens of organizations and activities for all ages. Be sure to stop by our table to 
connect with us and learn more about our programs and vision for a sustainable 
future. 

 

舏 Event Information: https://arboretum.uoguelph.ca/education-events/ArbExpo 

 

  

 

 

  



 

 

   

 

 

  



 

National Day for Truth & Reconciliation  

 

Truth and Reconciliation Day (Sept 30th) was established in 2021 in response to the 
Truth and Reconciliation Commission's Call to Action 80. It is a day to recognize and 
acknowledge deep harms committed on Indigenous children across Canada who 
attended residential schools and to honour those that survived as well as those that 
never returned home.  



 

 
At Yorklands Green Hub, we want to remember and acknowledge not only these 
harms, but also the strength and resilience of residential school survivors, their 
families, and their communities. We are committed to working on building greater 
understanding, truth and harmony. 

 

Between September 21 - 25, we invite you to watch these webinar lunch and learns 
from the truth and reconciliation commission to learn more about our shared 
history: https://trw-svr.nctr.ca/lunch-and-learns/ 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

   

 

 

  



 

舌舋 Open Volunteering Postions 

 

We're seeking enthusiastic volunteers to join our finance committee and to join our 
board! 

 

As a finance committee member, you will: 



 

 Meet quarterly or monthly depending on needs of the organization 

 Review and assess financial statements, reports, budgets and funding needs   

 Work on financial policy development 

 

Who we're looking for: 

 Solid finance experience and/or fundraising experience. 

 Community-minded individuals who enjoy working with others 

 Individuals committed to working towards protecting the site and/or general 
environmental issues. 

 

As a board member, you will: 

 Attend monthly meetings, review meeting materials and contribute strategic 
decisions for YGH. 

 Join one of our committees, assist with organization fundraising and act as a 
Yorklands ambassador. 

 

Who we're looking for: 

 Community-minded individuals who enjoy working with others. 

 Individuals committed to working towards protecting the site and/or general 
environmental issues. 

 Marketing, fundraising, and/or finance experience. 

 

How to get involved: 

귗귘귙귚귛귝규 If you're interested or have questions, please reach out to 
info@yorklandsgreenhub.ca 

괘괙괚괛궨궩궪궫궬Apply here: https://yorklandsgreenhub.ca/volunteer-form/. 

 

  



 

 

  



 



 

Grassy Narrows River Run Rally 

 

On Wednesday September 23rd 2026 at 12pm, Free Grassy Narrows invites you to 
walk with Grassy Narrows youth and community members to show that you are with 
them on their path to achieve mercury justice and freedom! 

 
Grassy Narrows people are powerful leaders in the movement for Indigenous 
sovereignty and environmental justice. They have shown that together, people can 
fight for justice against all odds and make real gains. But so much is still needed to 
right the wrong of mercury poisoning in Grassy Narrows. 

 

Scan the QR code to RSVP. Your RSVP helps Free Grassy Narrows plan for the day, 
but it is not required to attend the event. 

 

舏 Link To Website: https://actionnetwork.org/events/river-run-2026 

   

 

 

  



 

배백밲밳밴밵밶밷밸밹밺밻밼芧芦  Small Change Fund Partnership  



 

 

We have joined forces with Small Change Fund on a fundraising campaign called 
Revive the Yorklands: A Community Vision for Nature and Belonging. 

 

We need to keep the momentum on advocating for the protection of this 
beautiful gem in our city and for building a generation of caring stewards. 

  
A place where nature, learning, and community thrive for everyone. 

 

Funds drive our eƯorts to keep the Ontario Reformatory lands protected as public 
greenspace. Your donations will also support year-round community programming 
focused on stewardship activities for both young and old. If you donate to our joint 
project, you will receive a tax receipt through the charitable organization, Small 
Change Fund.  

 
Join us in bringing this vision to life — watch the video and visit our website to learn 
more! 

 

舏 Website: Revive the Yorklands: A Community Vision for Nature and Belonging 

蘄蘅蘈蘆蘇 Video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?reload=9&v=o3CoEPyiREw 

 

For further information, please contact us at: info@yorklandsgreenhub.ca  

 

  

 

 

  



 

Members are the heart of Yorklands. Their contributions fuel initiatives aimed at 
creating a more environmentally conscious community. These initiatives involve 



 

advocating for the protection of the historic Yorklands site, connecting people to 
nature, upholding Indigenous collaboration, and championing environmental 
education. 

 
We oƯer both monthly and annual memberships with several tiers of support. 
Members can select the tier that best fits their interests and capacity. As a token of 
appreciation, every membership tier comes with exclusive rewards. 

 

Become a member. Help make Yorklands a place to remember!  

 

Email Liana De Francesco at yghmembershipsecretary@yorklandsgreenhub.ca, 
scan the QR code above, or click “become a member” below. 

 
A special thank you to our sponsors at the Guelph Museums and The Neighbourhood 
Group for supporting our membership programs! 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

Click here to visit our website  

 

  

 

Donate 

 

  



 

Become a Member 
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