
Foodsters Learning Centre



The Ten Tall Trees 
Program (TTT) was 
started in 2018 as a pilot 
program with support 
from the Upper Grand 
District School Board. It 
was then delivered as an 
indoor/outdoor program 
to grades 5&6. 

With the Covid-19 
restrictions in 2019 and 
2020 it was only outdoors 
at the Yorklands with the 
public. In 2021 it has 
been incorporated into 
the Foodster outdoor 
program for students and 
the public. 



This new interactive 
outdoor program is 
about growing food for 
all species. It runs for 8 
weeks in the spring, 
summer and fall. We 
have incorporated our 
Polli-patch and Ten Tall 
Trees programs into this 
new program geared for 
senior elementary 
school and the public. 



Learning to identify 
Ten Tall Trees 
increases interest in 
our surroundings and 
tree effects on water, 
air and the food webs 
of all species. 
Stewardship starts 
with these 
connections.  



Chosen seeds for pollinators and people were planted indoors under 
lights. Then the plants were moved outdoors in May. Raised beds were 
constructed with help from Transition Guelph and rain barrels were installed 
beside the beds.  



Summer volunteer students 
transplanted, harvested, 
watered  and weeded 
as they  worked with the 
plants, watching for pollinators 
and drought. 









The fall program 
with Grade 7 
students included 
keeping  journals 
as they learned to 
connect the plant 
and insect world 
to the entire
food system for 
all species. 



Oaks top the list of 
specific keystone trees 
that should be plentiful 
in our urban settings. 

Students checked the 
streets around their 
homes to find their 
closest oak tree. Many 
areas are missing this 
critical tree. 



Top Trees besides Oaks which supply food for 557 different species:
Willow- 455, Birch-411, Poplar-367, Apple- 308, Maple- 297, 
Pine- 201, Walnut 129, etc.



“Insects are the little things that run the world” – E. O. Wilson 
The caterpillars they produce are critical food for our  birds and 
pollinators.  



One pair of 
chickadees 
must have 
thousands of 
caterpillars 
for one 
clutch of 
nestlings.







30 pots of burr 
oak acorns were 
planted Sept 9th

by grade 7 
students 
with volunteer 
help







Last harvest went to classroom teacher, 
Erin Clutton, with many thanks for persistence
and enthusiasm in support of the Foodster

Learning Centre. 



Visit to the 
Huron St 
Community 
Garden nearby
for more top 
trees in the 
area





Fall asters were 
among the great
diversity 

of keystone plants for 
pollinators
found when the 
Foodsters visited
the Huron St 

Community
Garden with their 

journals. 











100 years ago, great Canadian artists showed 
us their passion for trees.



















Emily Carr- friend of the 
Group of Seven painting

in BC at the time

“Scorned by man, beloved 
by the sky” is the title of 
this painting 



The Tree of Life is a worldwide concept of artists. 
It includes the whole tree, the soil and underground 
network and often, the inhabitants of the tree. 

Here are a few artists who can inspire us to see 
the foodweb connections. 



Birds in Cherry 
Tree 

by  Norval 
Morrisseau 



Tree of Life 

by 
Marcia Baldwin



Tree of Life

by
Blake 
Debassige 



Where are your 
favourite trees? 

These cedars and spruce
trees are at 

the Yorklands



Find your favourite tree in 
our city. 
Watch it through the 
seasons. 
Create a Tree of Life 
drawing or painting from it.

This is the Heritage Silver 
Maple at the Yorklands. 



With gratitude to Pollination Guelph, Transition Guelph, 
teachers, students, volunteers, Compost Queen and Huron 
St Community Garden who made this program a success. 
With funding and support also from the Walkathon 2021, 
we have had a successful pilot program that can go forward. 

This program was inspired by the work of Doug Tallamy, 
entomologist, ecologist and conservationist and Pollination 
Guelph.


