
June 14, 2021 was a great day for the 
Yorklands and its supporters! On that 
day Guelph City Council unanimously
voted to support the Guelph Heritage 
Committee’s recommendation for a 
heritage conservation designation for a
portion of the Yorklands site. This 
means the city will undertake a 
process to create a Heritage 
Conservation District at 785 York 
Road. 
       The Council decision to protect 
the land in addition to some desig-
nated features was acknowledged as 
being due to the “overwhelming” 
demand from citizens who care about 
this unique urban green space. Hun-
dreds of people emailed the mayor and
councilors, or left phone messages, or 
made delegations to the Council 
meeting late into the night. We are 
grateful to them all.
      There will be future development 
in what will be a new part of Guelph 
when this land is sold. But now we 

can continue to enjoy the Yorklands 
knowing that part of these rolling, 
stream-laced meadows graced with old
trees, heritage stonework, ponds and 
riverside trails will be preserved for 
public use into the future.
      In a curious way, the Covid-19 
pandemic helped the Yorklands. 
During the long lockdown time a 
whole new raft of people discovered 
the site as a wonderful place to walk, 
dogwalk, bird watch, socialize from a 
distance, or just find some fresh air 
and outdoor time in local nature and 
surprising historical heritage. Some of 
them spoke out to protect it.
      The Province has announced an 
intention to sell the former Reform-
atory lands before the next election. 
Heritage protections add some clear 
direction to future development. 
Preserving mature green space should 
not be seen as a loss to developers, but
rather as a valuable asset, in terms of 
beauty, environmental quality and 

monetary value.  As one of the citizen 
speakers pointed out, “Just think of the
taxable property values of the 
addresses around New York’s Central 
Park.” 
     In the coming months the City will 
announce next steps in the Heritage 
Conservation District process.  There 
will be future public meetings where 
YGH will be able to present proposals 
for an ecology centre at this site, a 
research, demonstration and education 
hub to promote a sustainable future in 
our time of growing ecological 
concern. Please stay tuned!  

We Love
Yorklands
Walkathon
Walkers Raise $11,000

They walked in April. They walked in 
May. They walked six different routes 
and explored new parts of the wonder-
fully varied Yorklands site.  And they 
asked friends, family and communities
to support them by donating to our 
Walkathon fundraising effort in 
support of YGH’s work and projects.
       The goal was to raise $10,000, an 
ambitious one. But they surpassed it, 
to raise over $11,000. Many, many 
thanks to the many wonderful walkers 
for participating and for sharing your 
stories and photos with us (con’t p. 2) 

In a great popular victory, Guelph's Yorklands have been awarded a Heritage 
Conservation District process decision, by a unanimous vote at City Council.
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 Citizen Voices Carry Heritage Victory
  Unanimous Guelph Council Vote Approves 
  Heritage Conservation District Process for the Yorklands

Artist Sharyn Seibert presents a painting
to Walkathon winner Harry Lane. 



Welcome YGH 
Summer Staffer 
Julia Harvey          
Our Environmental 
Program Coordinator   

A MESSAGE FROM JULIA

Hello! 
I am very excited to be joining the 
Yorklands Green Hub team. Thanks to
the Canada Summer Jobs Program, I 
was brought on to work for YGH from
June 21 to August 13.  I hope to 
continue to contribute as a volunteer 
after that point. I am a third year 
Environmental Science student at 
the University of Guelph, and I’ve 
lived in Guelph for over 15 years.   
        The theme for YGH this 
summer is "The Culture of 
Conservation.” With combined 
elements of our Polli-Patches 
program, our Ten Tall Trees 
program and our new pilot 
Foodsters program, I welcome the 
public to drop in on our activities 
or come with me on one of our 
regular Thursdays at 3:00 walks on
the Yorklands site. I hope to see 
you out there. 
       There are many more fun 
things to come, so stay tuned to our
social media platforms! 

New Foodster 
Program Gets 
Students Growing 
The YGH Foodster Program is a new 
pilot program this year with partners 
Transition Guelph and grade 8 
students from Guelph’s Sacred Heart 
Catholic School. Under the leadership 
of Peter Glaab at the Wellington 
Catholic Board and teacher Erin 
Clutton, the students put an LED-
tiered growing unit together in late 
winter. They then chose and planted 
seeds under lights indoors. 
       When Covid restraints closed the 
classroom, Peter and Erin cared for 
them. Lessons in container growing, 
water and pollinator ecosystems were 
delivered online for 14 weeks by Kiki 
Danninger and Norah Chaloner until 
the plants were settled into outdoor 
beds prepared by Gail and Paul 
Bartlett from Transition Guelph. 
Growing in containers teaches 
students how they can support and 
connect to local food production.      
       Several students have volun-
teered to water and tend to the 
garden over the summer. 

       Many thanks to Woodside Root 
Cellar and Gail and Paul Bartlett from
Transition Guelph for creating the 
indoor grow-light unit and outdoor 
raised beds.
Sustainability Drop-Ins
       At the Foodster site at 125 Huron 
Street, Julia will be leading Noticing 
Nature Workshops Tuesdays and 
Thursdays at 11 am.  Come develop 
your skills as a naturalist while 
exploring trees, pollinators, gardening,
and more. All ages are welcome.  

WALKATHON (con’t from p. 1 )   – and
to the donors who made this success 
possible. 
      Special thanks go to our top 
donors Harry Lane, Anda Lyne, Gail 
Bartlett and Louisa Krátká, and to the 
artists who donated their work to the 
Walkathon: Sharyn Seibert, Alison 
Hall and Rosanne Morris.
       Our gratitude also to our 
supportive business donors: Rowe 
Farms, the Olivar Group, Mickey 
Shepherd, Global Pet Foods & the 
Bread Bar.
    Community contributions  support 
YGH’s work and projects along with 
our ongoing efforts to negotiate the 
creation of an ecology centre at the 
former Reformatory site. 
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Foodsters Ella, Lucas and Senay tend their raised beds of herbs and vegetables. 



Colour Yorklands 
Art Exhibit on at 
East End Library 
Enter an artful world of the 
Yorklands from July 3 to 
September 7 at the Guelph East 
End Library. There you’ll find 
displayed an exhibit of drawings by
local artist Irene Hanuta. 

Irene’s show introduces her soon to
be released colouring book, Colour
Yorklands, which highlights the 
beauty and history of Yorklands. 
The exhibit features the set of 
black and white drawings that will 
be included in this colouring book, 
as well as Irene’s own original 
colourings of her drawings.  Each 
sketch tells a story about an aspect 
of the site.
       Colour Yorklands is a great 
creative outlet for children and adults 
alike. It will be available this 
September – or possibly sooner! You 
can pre-order a copy during July for a 
discounted price of $15. All proceeds 
from the sale of the colouring book 
will go to support Yorklands Green 
Hub. To order your copy (or gift 

copies for friends!), visit our website 
at www.yorklandsgreenhub.ca and 
click on the yellow band along the top 
of the homepage. 
       Irene has done a stellar job 
capturing the beauty and appeal of 
the Yorklands and curating an 
engaging exhibit.  Many thanks to 
her and to the volunteers who 
helped  edit the book for their 
contributions to this creative 
fundraiser for our organization. 
       The East End Library is located near
the Yorklands just off Watson Parkway 
North, north of the railway bridge, at 1 
Starwood Drive in Guelph. 

Polli-
Patches    
are Back! 
This summer, program lead Kiki will 
run the second year of our popular 
Polli-Patches project, with student 
staffer Julia working alongside her.      
       This home-based program helps 
increase awareness of the importance 
of urban pollinator spaces throughout 
our city by helping households plant 
and cultivate their own pollinator 
gardens. 

       This year we’ve doubled the 
number of participants, and are 
expanding our education efforts!  
       We’re very grateful for support 
from Pollination Guelph in making 
this program possible. 

Paddle the Grand 
with Two-Row 
Wampum and the 
Haudenosaunee

The Yorklands Green Hub is 
partnering with Two-Row on the 
Grand (Deyohahage Gihę' gowahneh),
a very special river paddling event. It 
symbolizes the enactment of the Two 
Row Wampum – a 400-year-old treaty
between settlers and the Mohawk – 
and the relationship between local 
Indigenous communities, allies, and 
the waterways we share. 
       All summer, 
native and non-
native canoeists
will paddle down
parts of the Grand
River to reaffirm
these relationships. If you canoe or 
kayak, you are invited to join in 
“paddling down the river of life on 
parallel paths,” in friendship.
Upcoming dates are: 

• July 22 – Onondaga Launch 
to Caledonia: 17 km

• August 1– Caledonia to 
Cayuga: 17 km

• August 12 – Cayuga to 
Willoway Park: 12 km

• August 18 –Willoway Park 
to Dunnville:  12 km

• August 24– Dunnville to 
Maitland: 10 km
• September 4th – organizers 

of Two Row will share experiences 
from the summer. 

       We encourage Yorklands 
members to participate in this unique 
opportunity to promote healthy 
relationships, friendships, and respect 
between cultures, and share the river, 
meals, traditional teachings, 
storytelling and more. 
To connect and participate, visit 
http://tworowonthegrandriver.com/ or 
contact dalton@yorklandsgreenhub.ca.


Yorky the Frog, our mascot, sits 
proudly in a Polli-Patch.
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Colour Yorklands 
An exhibit of drawings and colouring by local artist  

Irene Hanuta 

Guelph East End Library  

July 3-30, 2021 extended to September 7 

Featuring drawings from the soon to be released “Colour Yorklands” 

colouring book with pages coloured by the artist!  

Each with their own story of Yorklands. 
 

You can pre-order the colouring book, specially priced till July 31. 

All proceeds from the sale of the colouring book will go to support Yorklands Green Hub. 

To learn more about the colouring book and the work of Yorklands Green Hub visit:   

www.yorklandsgreenhub.ca 

http://www.yorklandsgreenhub.ca/
mailto:dalton@yorklandsgreenhub.ca
http://tworowonthegrandriver.com/


Artists Invited!   
Summer 2021 Plein Air  
at the Yorklands

All summer long our network of artists
will be out at the Yorklands seeking 
inspiration for new work.        
       We’d like you to come out too! 
You’re invited to bring your supplies 
and join us for this year’s Yorklands 
Plein Air – an outdoor session to find 
your muse and create some nature-
inspired work in this lovely urban 
space. Our summer 2021 Plein Air 
will be on Saturday, July 24th at 1pm, 
785 York Road in Guelph (Hwy. 7 east
of Victoria Road).
       YGH member and artist Irene 
Hanuta will welcome you with a 
presentation on the inspiration behind 
her work with her Colour Yorklands 
series.                                                   
       If you’d like to support the 
Yorklands Green Hub, we’d be 
pleased to have you submit a piece to 
our annual Artspiration exhibit and 
sale in October (see below).        
      All skills and media welcome! 

Artspiration 2021 is
around the corner! 
Artspiration is our annual multi-media
art show and auction that takes place 
in Guelph in October. The spirit of this
event is to showcase the various ways 
that nature at the Yorklands inspires 
people, and how it provides  immense 
meaning and community building. 
       Work submitted will be sold by 
auction over the month of October, 
and shown in a live exhibit for two 
weeks at 10C Shared Space on Carden
Street from October 15-31. 

       As with our Plein Air sessions, 
artists of all skills and media are 
welcome. Submissions are due 
September 1st. For more information, 
please contact Pat at 
pflood@uoguelph.ca. 

THURSDAYS AT 3:00 WALKS 
A weekly guided walk, over the 
summer, at the 785 York Road site.
DROP-IN NOTICING NATURE 
WORKSHOPS WITH JULIA
Every summer week, Tuesday and 
Thursday mornings at 11:00 am, 
Sacred Heart School, 125 Huron St., 
Guelph.
YORKLANDS PLEIN AIR – JULY 24
Open to all artists! Come find 
inspiration in nature for your 
creativity, and paint or draw with us. 
Saturday, July 24, 1:00 pm. 785 York 
Road, Hwy. 7 east of Victoria.
YORKY THE FROG PHOTO 
SCAVENGER HUNT – AUGUST 7
Join us at 1 pm. Find and shoot a list 
of Yorklands site features. Fastest 
done & top 3 photos win. All ages! 
SECOND SUNDAY YORKLANDS 
WALK: STORIES FROM OUR PAST
August 8, 2:00 pm, 785 York Road, 
park along the road (see signage).
TWO-ROW ON THE GRAND 
RIVER
July and August. Paddle the Grand 
River in friendship and solidarity with 
Indigenous people, five days/ five 
stages, with a sixth social sharing day 
in September.  See details on page 3. 
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      Become a Monthly       
YGH Donor!

 Upgrade your membership to  
 monthly donor and help YGH  
 expand our administrative and 

 programming capacity. This is a big 
 year for the Yorklands: your  

 support makes a huge difference!

“The Green Door” is a publication of 
the Yorklands Green Hub Promotions
Committee. We welcome news, 
articles and letters.  Each must 
include the author's name and full 
contact information.
       We reserve the right to refuse or 
edit all submissions.  Questions or 
submissions should be directed to a 
member of the Board of Directors at 
info@yorklandsgreenhub.ca

YGH is seeking an
experienced volunteer
fundraiser to join our

fundraising committee.
 

If you’d like to help
with a great cause,
please contact us at

info@yorklandsgreenhub.ca

mailto:info@yorklandsgreenhub.ca
mailto:pflood@uoguelph.ca
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