
Sharing 
Knowledge as We 
Learn to Grow 
Local and Eat 
Green

Happy New Year to our 
wonderful members and 
supporters!  If you missed seeing 

our display at the Guelph Civic 
Museum over the last two months 

(above), come visit us at the Guelph
Organic Conference on January 27 

and 28. You can catch an update on 
Yorklands while you enjoy the 

conference! (see Events)             
      We're incredibly fortunate to 

have a remarkable set of sustainable
agriculture learning opportunities at 

our doorstep in Guelph, with the 
annual Organic Conference and 
Trade Fair. They're offering a very 
good lineup of workshops this year. 

As a YGH enthusiast, you might 
like to register for one on Sunday, 

January 28th on a concept that could 

contribute to the environmental 
stewardship focus of our site. Here's

part of the introduction to the Farm
& Community Food Partnership 

workshop (at 1:30 pm): 
“Organic food is often criticized as 

being unaffordable, pretentious and 
only for the wealthy.  Learn how 

organic farmers, Brent Preston and 
Gillian Flies, and community food 

advocate, Nick Saul worked to 
change that model to help make 

nutritious, healthy, organic food 

affordable and more accessible in 
their community. Brent, Gillian and 

Nick […]” 
      There are many other ideas on 

offer that would benefit us as we 
become knowledgeable members of

a sustainable urban agriculture 
community. Here are a few more 

suggestions. If you take any of the 
following workshops, we'd love 

some feedback!
Saturday, January 27th 
- Bug and Greenhouse Vegetable 
Growers                         9-10:30am  
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Heartfelt thanks to our 
wonderful donors               

who responded to our need and 
donated last year beyond
your membership dues. 

      You are vital to our success. 
Your support for our vision has 
enabled us to consider hiring a 
part time executive director with 
the experience needed to help 
drive our initiative forward to 
purchase the property and set up 
the programming.

      Your faith in us is greatly 
appreciated.

The Yorklands Green Hub display of 
history and the future at the Guelph Civic 
Museum. 

The Yorklands Green Hub 2017 display at the Guelph Organic Conference.  Stop by
and say hello this January 27-28th!



Growing Green (con't from p. 1)
- Biodynamics and Viticulture
                                      10:45-noon 

- Indoor gardening     1:45-3:15 pm
- Growing vegetables in ponds         

                                          3:45-5pm
Sunday, January 28th 
- Planning your Climate Resistant 
Farm                               9-10:30 am

     Complete workshop listings, 
times and locations for the Organic 

Conference events are at: 
https://guelphorganicconf.ca/   
      We encourage you to take 
advantage of this opportunity to 

widen your urban agriculture 
horizons … and we look forward to 

seeing you there! ◙

Making our Green 
Hub Vision a 
Reality: Inspiration 

Plus Team Effort 

It's been four years since the 
Yorklands Green Hub introduced its

vision for a sustainability education 
centre in Guelph. Over that time, we

have had amazing input from our 
University collaborations in 

developing details of our vision for 
the Yorklands site. If you haven't 

had a chance to see them at our 
open houses, thanks to our commu-

cations team you will soon be able 
to admire some of the landscape 

plans and layouts created by our 
academic partners on our website.  

     Students from the three 
universities, Guelph, Waterloo and 

Laurier,  have based their ideas on 
visits, briefings and vision state-

ments provided by YGH. Classes 
from these universities have 

dedicated full semesters to collabo-
ration, creativity and design skills 

into developing detailed proposals 
of what a 70-acre Yorklands site 

could look like. 

      Working in groups, landscape 
architecture and site planning 

students have created detailed specs
for an eco-centre focused on 

renewable energy, sustainable urban
agriculture and water protection and

ecology within a unique heritage 
landscape. Their plans also include 

trails for recreation and public 
access, nature appreciation and 

stewardship.

     

We continue planning for our 
sustainable environments centre. 

We are inspired by other 
community-based centres that 

educate with an ecological and 
sustainability focus. Places such as 

the Evergreen Brickworks (urban 
naturalization and gardening), the 

Kortright Centre for Conservation 
(nature and renewable energy), or 

The Stop in Toronto (food bank, 
community kitchens, gardens) 

demonstrate the power of 
educational centres for building new

knowledge, community and social 
change. Like them, we are working 

to create an active research, 
demonstration and education hub. 

Ours will be on 70 acres of 
meadows, ponds and wetlands with 

a retrofitted house for classes, 
workshops and a community 

kitchen. Raised beds and 
community gardens will be nearby. 

Plans may even include a Yorklands
pavilion for a community hall,
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Professor Sarah Brown leads her UW site 
planning class on a YGH tour. 

An interactive public display of one of the detailed YGH plans produced by the 

University of Waterloo site planning class.  



Vision to Reality (con't from p. 2)
and year round passive solar 

greenhouses for teaching while 
producing market greens and 

seedling plants to support 
community engagement. 

      Growing food is an important 
focus because it enhances 

appreciation for local, organic 
produce and contributes to a more 

resilient city. Growing our local 
urban agriculture capacity also 

reduces energy consumption by 
shortening the miles from farm to 

table, reducing carbon emissions 
and makes us more climate-friendly

environmental stewards.
A Designer's Walk – and a YGH 
Pavilion Design

Over the summer of 2017, a British 

student visiting Guelph was inspired
by the Yorklands Green Hub vision. 

We invited Francesca Brown, an en-
gineering student at Birmingham 

University, to walk the Blue Dot 
Trail around the proposed YGH site.

Our conversation was about what's 
needed at the centre of an active, 

multiple-use community place. 
    Imagine, we said, a site for 

building a sustainable future: for 
research projects, workshops in 

urban gardening, cooking and 
preserving with community 

greenhouses just steps away. Of 
renewable energy learning 

workshops, and water and wetland 
ecology studies. A place for 

activities that connect with local 
CSA farmers for market fresh 

produce. Or even a weekly outdoor 
market. Think of a public kitchen 

with an international café at one 
end. We want a place for learning, 

but also for public enjoyment: for 
walking trails, nature appreciation, 

family outings, opportunities to 
learn about stewardship of our city's

natural heritage, concerts, a people 
place to experience year-round 

“country in the city.” And all of this 
on a public bus route to the site!  

      

      Francesca returned to the UK 
and sent us her designs. We are 

enormously impressed with and 
grateful for her contribution to our 

growing vision of a Guelph green 
hub. ◙

Building a 
Sustainable 
Society The 

Kortright Centre for 
Conservation, 
Woodbridge

We keep looking for best models of 
sustainability education centres, and

we've found a good one not very far
from home. The Kortright Centre 

for Conservation is a 325-hectare 
(800 acre) wooded tract  located in 

Woodbridge, 38 kilometers north-
west of Toronto.  In 1979 it opened 

as a conservation park with a 
beautiful visitors' centre. 

      But today it's far more than a 
nature centre.  This innovative 

outdoor education site has expanded
its mission to education focused on 

sustainable interactions between 
humans systems and nature's 

systems.  While you can still go on 
an owl prowl, you might also 

choose to learn to install a
(con't p. 4) 
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The Yorklands Green Hub Pavilion.  Designer Francesca Brown's conceptual design (U 
of Birmingham, UK) for an accessible multi-purpose pavilion as a YGH site centrepiece. 

 
COMING UP IN 2018
The Yorklands Green Hub 

Enviro-Series 
Over the year of 2018 the 
Yorklands Green Hub will be 
presenting a four-part Enviro-
Series. Expert speakers will 
address our four key themes of 
water, urban agriculture, 
renewable energy, and natural 
heritage. 

    The first session o(ered will 
be on FOOD, scheduled for 
February 26th, at the 10 Carden
space (42 Carden St.) in Guelph
at 7 pm. You'll be invited to 
share your learning in the Q&A 
after the presentations! 



Kortright Model (con't)
photovoltaic solar system on your 
home. There's hiking, and maple-

syrup making, and crafts for kids, 
but there's also an Innovation Trail 

where you can compare solar vs. 
bike power; learn about solar hot 

water; visit bee hives up close, 
watch solar PV and windmills 

generate electricity, and see a new 
shingle roof PV demonstration.

      The Kortright Living City 
Campus offers workshops in their 

model sustainable buildings for 
everyone from homeowners to 

professional contractors.  There's 
also a water-cleaning “living 

machine” to demonstrate nature's 
method of biofiltration.  

      Kortright's offerings of nature 
experience, leading-edge green 

technology, and education for a 
sustainable future make it one of 

our models to watch.  (And visit!) ◙

January 27-28 - Yorklands 
Green Hub display table at the 
Guelph Organic Conference and 

Trade Show, Saturday and Sunday,  
at the University of Guelph 

University Centre. Stop by!

Monday, February 26th, 7:00 pm 

Green Door Event  YGH 
ENVIRO-SERIES Talk
Focus on Food: local and 
sustain-able options for 
Yorklands.
The first of our 2018 Yorklands  
community events and discussions, 

on our four key themes of food, 
water, energy and cultural and 

natural heritage.  At the 10 Carden 
Space at 42 Carden Street. 

Admission free, donations 
welcome. Speaker TBA.

March 19th – Green Door Event 

Focus on Heritage: historical 
value of the Yorklands. 
Speaker, Susan Ratcliffe, local 
historian and past president 

Architectural Conservancy of 
Ontario. 10 Carden Space. 7:00 pm

Second Sundays – 2:00 pm 

Guided walks on the YGH site 
Blue Dot Trail.  Meet at main 
gate, 785 York Rd. (w. of Watson 

Pkwy. )  Check our website for 
times and details prior to event.  

yorklandsgreenhub.ca
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Solar photovoltaic panels on display at 
the Kortright Centre's renewable energy 
demonstration centre.

 MEMBERS MAKE

EVERYTHING

POSSIBLE!

Become a member of the
Yorklands Green Hub!!

yorklandsgreenhub.ca/become-
member

“The Green Door” is a publication of the Yorklands Green Hub 
Promotions Committee. We welcome news, articles and letters.  Each 
must include the author's name and full contact information.
    We reserve the right to refuse or edit all submissions.  Questions 
should be directed to the editor or a member of the Board of Directors at 
info@yorklandsgreenhub.ca

Volunteer withVolunteer with
YGH!YGH!  

And step into a
sustainable future. 

We're a volunteer non-profit 
organization.  We have a big vision to
create a green hub in Guelph that will
be an education, demonstration and 
research centre for sustainable 
learning and living. 

We plan to build this on a unique 70-
acre site with meadows, ponds, 
streams and a heritage building, 
where we will be stewards of an 
important piece of our city's natural 
heritage. 

Our focus is on organic urban 
agriculture, renewable energy and 
water and wetland ecology and 
protection. 

Volunteering is a great learning
experience – and a wonderful way to
contribute to community and change.

http://yorklandsgreenhub.ca/volunteer/


